A Colour Atlas of Clinical Gynaecology V R Tindall pp 131 £15 London: Wolfe Medical 1981 How often do clinicians say to themselves 'If only I had my camera with mer Time and time again they are confronted with a condition that is either photogenic or unusual or both, and the opportunity for recording it goes.
Professor Tindall, however, and his predecessor and colleagues have obviously not been caught out in this way. He has therefore been able to produce this most excellent colour atlas with 390 photographs of conditions common and rare. It is good that the common conditions in gynaecology are as beautifully illustrated as the less common ones, because this makes the book so valuable as an aid to learning. I see its role as the ideal companion to the ordinary everyday textbook of gynaecology. With this book beside the other one it is possible to read about a subject like, say, abdominal or vaginal adencarcinoma and be able to see what the author is talking about.
As always with this series of atlases the publishers have produced a beautifully illustrated and handsome volume at a very modest price. It is an admirable aid to learning for the student, the general practitioner and the postgraduate specialist. The Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry is an independent group of some 300 psychiatrists which from time to time issues reports on various aspects of American psychiatry. It includes amongst its membership some of the most influential psychiatrists and for that reason the appearance of this otherwise unremarkable publication merits attention. The cost of American psychiatry, the report declares, is raising concern about the precise nature of any mental health care which is included in the health care provisions of the future. The authors note with an almost tangible alarm that 'If the field of ' primary care continues to develop as anticipated, it is likely that more people will seek mental health care from their primary care physicians'. They cope with their alarm by comforting themselves with the thought that more psychiatry in primary care means, in the short-term at least, more teaching of primary care physicians by themselves, a conclusion by no means as obvious as they clearly believe. But they are surely right when they observe that the development of primary care interest in mental health problems raises the question of the efficacy of psychotherapy in a manner which ensures that it just cannot be avoided any longer. The report has a tendency to ignore or underestimate the role of the primary care physician in negotiating the terms of what psychiatry is to be taught to the new primary care providers of the future. The psychiatrist as teacher receives most consideration. But the report does not shirk the logical consequence of its arguments. Effective input from the consultant psychiatrist, it concludes, should result in primary care teachers 'ultimately replacing psychiatrists as the major teachers of mental health in primary care'. So what is left for psychiatrists when primary care physicians take over the teaching and the treatment? Wisely, perhaps, the report avoids the question. However, whether it can remain avoided for much longer remains to be seen. The epidemiological situation of malaria in the world continues to cause much anxiety because of the resurgence of this disease in many parts of South Asia and also because of the slow but steady increase of the frequency of tropical strains of Plasmodium falciparum, resistant to some of our best antimalarial drugs. Much research is now being carried out, under the aegis of the World Bank, the World Health Organization and the United Nations Development Programme, on the best ways to control this ancient disease, the global eradication of which has not succeeded. The three volumes deal respectively with: 'Epidemiology, Chemotherapy, Morphology and Metabolism' (vol I); 'Pathology, Vector Studies and Culture' (vol 2); and 'Immunology and Immunization' (vol 3). The editor of these three volumes, himself a distinguished scientist, brought together 37 contributors, most of whom have been working for years on a specific area of knowledge of human or animal malaria. Each of the contributors has given an accurate, factual and fairly concise account of the present state of research in their chosen fields, ranging from parasitology, through biochemistry, pathology, entomology, immunology, serology and chemotherapy, to recent advances in methods of immunization against malaria infection of experi-mental animals and man. Each chapter is supported by references, which number between 80 and 470 and are up to the year 1979.
In spite of the fact that not every chapter reads equal1y wel1, an ideal impossible to achieve in such a multiauthored book, the editor has produced an excel1ent degree of uniformity of style and presentation.
Since this book deals principal1y with research aspects and only marginal1y with the techniques or principles of malaria control, one wonders if a title 'Malaria Research' would not have been more appropriate.
Each of the three volumes has a separate index and this is very helpful. Il1ustrations general1y are of high quality with ful1 captions. Printing errors are remarkably few for a book of this kind. The insertion in the contents list of each volume of the 18 chapters and 4 appendices on Babesiosis (which is not included in any volume of this book) is puzzling, until the reader learns from the introduction that such a volume is in preparation.
In conclusion the editor and al1 his contributors, as wel1 as the publishers, deserve sincere congratulations on this major book. Its price may appear to be high for a private pocket but it will be indispensable for any academic or other scientific library. The use of captopril, the first oral1y-active agent capable of inhibiting angiotensin II formation, in many recent research protocols has renewed interest in the role of the renin-angiotensin system in the pathogenesis of raised blood pressure. This monograph originated from a col1ection of papers given at a recent American symposium. It is divided into three sections. The first discusses humoral and physiological mechanisms in hypertension, and the second angiotensin-I converting enzyme and the development of inhibitors of that enzyme. The third section deals with the clinical use of inhibitors and antagonists of the renin-angiotensin system and mainly reviews data on captopril. The first two sections are of interest, dealing with subjects as varying as the design of site-specific inhibitors and the influence of neurological defects on renin release. However, the section on the clinical use of captopril is disappointing. Very little attention is paid to important aspects of the drug,. e.g. the published literature on side effects and the possibility of mechanisms of action unrelated to inhibition of the renin-angiotensin system. It must also be pointed out that many now disagree with two of the Cornell Group's theories, both of which are presented in some detail. The first of these is that a patient's plasma renin category can be used as a prognostic factor in hypertension, and the second is that low renin hypertension is volumeexpanded hypertension.
Unfortunately, this book cannot be recommended to those seeking either a wel1balanced review on the role of captopril in hypertension management or a comprehensive review of pathophysiological mechanisms in hypertension.
A B ATKINSON

Fogarty International Fellow Vanderbilt University, Tennessee
Developments in Antiviral Therapy L H Collier & J Oxford (ed) . . pp 291 £18.60 London: Academic Press 1980 Those who attended the meeting in the autumn of 1979, on which this book is based, will remember it as an extremely useful review of the latest breed of specific anti herpetic compounds, of some drugs active against RNA respiratory viruses and some against hepatitis B virus, and of the interferon field.
The progress from the unveiling of a new antiviral drug to its therapeutic use is slow. Even though new discoveries about these drugs are reported frequently, it is the whole state of knowledge which is of interest. The authors have presented comprehensive but lucid reviews of complex subjects, which wil1 form a useful basis for future study. In addition, in the final chapter the editors review the contents of their book and include reports of some developments reported in 1979 and 1980. The reviews of some of the anti herpetic compounds are unique and, although interferon has been extensively reviewed elsewhere over the past year, some interesting aspects of its potential clinical use and biology (for example, safety aspects) are discussed. Although such a book could not be total1y comprehensive, the editors have probably selected the more important and interesting current subjects.
Despite considerable research and development, there is no satisfactory drug on the horizon effective against established influenza and rhinovirus infections. Similarly, no useful regimen of chemotherapy for chronic hepatitis B virus has yet been devised. Some drugs (Ribaviran is a good example here) seem, from early clinical studies, to be useful but have never caught on and the reasons for. this are not made clear. In contrast, idoxuridine has been marketed for two decades (and some have had doubts about its efficacy). Three exciting new antiherpetic compounds are described which have already had preliminary
